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REPORT

A National Level Webinar was organized by the Department of History,
Pattamundai College, Pattamundai on dated 06. 11 2020 on the topic “Relevance
of Mahatma Gandhi in the 21*" Century”. The Retd. Professor, Department of
History, J.K.B.K College, Cuttack, Dr. Kharavela Mahanti was the resource person
of the 1* session of the webinar and he analyzed in general about the webinar
topic. The Ex- Professor, Department of History, Utkal University, Vani Vihar, Dr.
Soma Chand was the Resource Person of the 2™ session of the Webinar and She
narrated in details about the constructive developmental works of Mahatma
Gandhi & its relevance in the 21°" century in the context of Odisha. Dr. Pramod
Kumar Samal, Head of Department and Convenor of the Webinar gave a key note
on the Topic. Principal, Professor Adhikari Laxminarayan Das welcomed the
Guests and the participants. Sri Rabindra Kumar Panda, co-convenor introduced
the Guests. The Webinar was ended with a vote of thanks by another co-
convenor Sri Ranjan Kumar Behura. The Webinar was attended by the Teachers,
Research Schalars and Students of Seventeen States of our Country.
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HOD & Convenor



OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL Mobile : 9437376724

2PATTAMUNDAI COLLEGE

NAAC ACCREDITED B+ GRADE
PATTAMUNDAI, KENDRAPARA, ODISHA - 754215

Ref Mo. co.../POF... Dote.... 20110/ 2000. |

To
Dr. Kharavela Mahanti
Retd. Professor of History

Sub :- Invitation to act as a Resource Person in the National Level Webinar.

Sir,
The Department of History in association with IQAC, Pattamundai College
is going to Organize a National Level Webinar on “Relevance of Mahatma

Gandbhi in the 21* Century” on 06'"" November 2020 at 10.30 am.

Your kind consent on this occasion is highly solicited.

Yours
AP
\(%
Principal

Pattamundai College

www.pattamundaicollege.ac.in,
E-mail : pattamundaicollege@gmail.com, pattamundaicollege@yahoo.com
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Dr. Soma Chand
Retd. Professor of History
Utkal University

Sub :- Invitation to act as a Resource Person in the National Level Webinar.

Sir,
The Department of History in association with IQAC, Pattamundai College

is going to Organize a National Level Webinar on “Relevance of Mahatma
Gandbhi in the 21* Century” on 06" November 2020 at 10.30 am.

Your kind consent on this occasion is highly solicited.

Yours
Y
\(\\(\'9)}—/\0.
) : D%
Principal

Pattamundai College

URT : http://www.pattamundaiccliege.org.in, E-mail . info@pattamundaicollege.org.in
pattamundaicollege@yahoo com, pattamundaicollege@gmail.com




Gikil - Invitation from Dept. of History Pattamundai College https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=beb6416185& view=pt&sea...

M G I DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY PATTAMUNDAI COLLEGE
mal <pmchistory2020@gmail.com>

Invitation from Dept. of History Pattamundai College

4 messages
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY PATTAMUNDAI COLLEGE 20 October 2020 at
<pmchistory2020@gmail.com> 13:10

To: kharavelamahanti@gmail.com

attachment file

Mohanty.pdf
B 114K

Kharavela Mahanti <kharavelamahanti@gmail.com> 26 October 2020 at 11:07
To: DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY PATTAMUNDAI COLLEGE <pmchistory2020@gmail.com>

The Principal
PATTAMUNDAI COLLEGE,

With reference to your letter dated 20 Oct 2020.
| am to state that | shall address your National level webinar on 6 Nov 2020.At 10.30am.

Regards
Kharavela Mahanti

<pmchistory2020@gmail.com> wrote:
attachment file

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY PATTAMUNDAI COLLEGE 26 October 2020 at
<pmchistory2020@gmail.com> 16:42
Draft To: Kharavela Mahanti <kharavelamahanti@gmail.com>

Thank you for your response.
[Quoted text hidden)

Kharavela Mahanti <kharavelamahanti@gmail.com> 2 November 2020 at 09:48
To: DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY PATTAMUNDAI COLLEGE <pmchistory2020@gmail.com>

[Quoted text hidden]

=

02-11-2020, 13:46
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Q Search mail

Invitation from Ranjan Pattamundai Coll

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY PATTAMUNDAI COLLEGE
attachement file

soma chand
to me

Dear Sir

Thank you for the invitation. | provide my consent for the above pro
Kindly let me know the details.

Thanking you.

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

On Tue, 20 Oct 2020 at 1:08 pm, DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY PATTA!
<pmchistory2020@gmail.com> wrote:

attachement file

Thank you for your response. You are welcome.

Deawmle Caruarars



National Level Webinar
RELEVANCE OF MAHATAMA GANDHI IN THE 2157
CENTURY

Date: 06.11.2020, Time:10.30 A.M.

RESOURCE PERSON RESOURCE PERSON Chief Patron

Dr. Kharavela Mah.anti DF Somia [hand Prof. A.L.N Dash
Retd. Professor of History Retd. Professor of History Principal,Pattamundai College

Convenor Co-Convenor Co-Convenor
Dr. P.K. Samal M’:‘ Rt-K'.’Pafnda MYA R.tK.:el;ura
HOD, History oo i sst. Prof.



Prof.Kharavela Mahanti.

Prof.Kharavela Mahanti’s teaching career spans a period of thirty two years. His passion for
classroom teaching made him quit a lucrative job with TISCO. His area of specialisation is
International Affairs and he has worked on ‘Indo-Soviet Relations-Indira Gandhi Era.” His other areas
of interest include, American History, Ancient Indian History and Indian Society and Culture and also
Ancient Indian Art. During his long career he has addressed several National and State level Seminars
as Chief Speaker, and Key Note addressee. He has authored several books and his articles have been
published in many Journals of repute. He is an ardent sports lover and has a great fascination for
Indian Classical Music and Dance. He is widely travelled and has a great attraction towards knowing
and understanding different cultures and languages. He takes great care in cultivating human
relations and in his teachings he imparts ideas on nation building and in the making of disciplined
citizens of society.
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THE RELEVANCE OF MAHATMA GANDHI IN THE 21°" CENTURY
Dr. Kharavela Mahanti
Retired Professor,
Department of History

The world knows greatness in many forms. There are the great who
celebrated military victories, the great who have deepened the knowledge of the
physical universe, the great who helped us understand the human mind and the
great who by their inventions transformed the way we live. Mahatma Gandhi
stands in a category of his own. His generalship lay not in making war but in
waging peace, Gandhi demonstrated a world, weary with wars and continuing
destruction that adherence to truth and Non- violence is not meant for individuals
along but can be applied in Global affairs too.

Today’s world, it is often argued, is dramatically different and while
Mahatma Gandhi is certainly worthy of continued admiration and awe, it would
be naive and unrealistic to expect his methods to be effective today. | totally
disagree with this statement. | am glad to say that an increasing number of young
people in Indja and elsewhere are today turning to him {Mahatma Gandhi} to
seek solution to contemporary concerns through individual and collective action.
The question to ask is now whether Mahatma Gandhi is Relevant or not, the real
issue is whether we have the courage and strength of mind to follow on his
footsteps, whether we are prepared to live our lives by what he preached and
most importantly practiced.

Mahatma Gandhi bequeathed to us three guiding principles: Ahimsa (or
non-violence), Satyagraha (or the force born of truth and non-violence) and
Sarvodaya (or upliftment of all). It is the values of these principles that we have to
rediscover if, we want to deal effectively with today’s challenges. His was a life
that millions still admire and as every great man’s life, will always be show. His
words shall have relevance as long as mankind and his love for his kin survive. It is
my fervent hape that the world will embrace Gandhian truth an action and that
you, my young friends reading this, will be among its torch bearers. So, we all
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should follow the ideas and principles adopted by Gandhiji which will be more
informative, instructive and needful in the present context.

Thus the life and preaching of Mahatma Gandhi can give us what will strive

for throughout our lives “True sense of satisfaction and happiness”.

)




OO0..00.0oooooooooooooooooooooors

Gandhian constructive works in Orissa and its Relevance in the
present context (1934-39)

Dr Soma Chand
Ex-Professor & Head,
Department of History,

Utkal University, Vani Vihar
Plato once told,

“There are always in the world a, few inspired men
whose acquaintance is beyond price”

The people of Gandhi’s generation who lived a part of their life
during his time, he is a reality. But to the present generation, he is

gradually becoming a myth, a legendary figure whose reality neither
they can visualise for they can perceive.

With the persisting threat of nuclear holocaust, growing
terrorism, environmental degradation, problems of racism,
exploitation, the issues of peace and sustainable development have
absorbed paramount importance in the globalised world of 21
century. Under this backdrop, the need of the hour is to search for an
alternative model of development. In this context, automatically the

Gandhian model seems to of greater relevant to the purpose and
appropriate to the present.

The basic concept of Gandhian thought lies in non-violent
social change. In 1996, Gandhi peace prize winner Ahangmage turo
Ariyaratne from Srilanka commented in the following manner.

“People will eventually realise with Gandhi that they need to
fight not only with material poverty, but also with spiritual poverty.
The 21* century must herald this struggle, but that struggle would be
waged by the people themselves. It is a challenge that we have to face
not only as, individual countries, but also as a global community.
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Thus, in a proper sense people are the real agents of change
and transformation. In this sense Gandhi was a proper mobiliser of
masses. He united the people across barriers of literacy, language,

ethnic identity class, caste and privilege. Gandhi advocated

economically self-sufficient and politically self-governing villages
breaking down the edifice of centralisation. His concern for the
downtrodden, the deprived, the destitute search for Ssocio-economic
politico-cultural alternatives by combining lofty spiritual human values

with public action-have inspired and sustained many to revive a sense
of community feeling among for people.

The congress working committee had emphasized upon the
members of the legislatures and other workers for the necessity of
taking constructive programme to the three core villages between
whom and their representative a direct contact can be established.
Provisions of the programme were announced from a thousand
platforms in 1920 and 1921 that attainment of Swaraj was impossible
without their implications.

The civil Disobedient Movement was formally withdrawn
on April 1934. But instead of allowing himself confined to
one Place. Gandhiji set out an extensive tour programme to propagate
his new mission and to collect funds for the cause. Part of
this tour in Orissa was done on foot. It inspired the congress workers
to propagate gandhijis philosophy among the masses in the villages
and practically brought the caste Hindus and Harijans closer despite
Stay cases of protest from few sanatanis

The aspiration of Gandhiji was however fulfilled to a
considerable extent that rejuvenated the congress workers who took
to constructive works in the villages. Ashrams in the Gandhian
Models were established at Bari, Agarpada which carried on pinning,
popularisation of khadi , prohibition, uplift of Harijans and look after
Hygienic aspect of rural life and so on.

Gandhijis padayatra and related constructive works in Orissa is a
unique vision of his social reforms. His genius lay in projecting himself
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as the commonest of common man and imaging himself utterly to
everyone irrespective of any consideration of religion, creed and sex.
Though an incorrigible idealist, gandhiji was essentially a lover of man
with a loving human heart. This phase of gandhijis career in a way
reflects his genuine feelings and ideology therein Rightly R. N Tagore
wrote on him.

Great as he is as a politician, as an organiser and a leader of
men, as a moral reformer, he is greater than all these as 3 man
because none of these aspects and activities until his humanity. They
are rather inspired and sustained by it.

Constructive programme is thus a unique technique of mass
mobilisation, a real Gandhian tactic to transgress for social anomalies
and incongriqusities . For sick-societies with sick structures —political,
economic, socio-cultural devoid of values, this Gandhian method of
mass activation as its  fruitful impact.

The inner sprit of self-reliance, self- sufficiency humanitarian’s
service mingled with constructive works of Gandhian programme finds
its relevance in the last part of the second decade of 21° century. The
social resurgence, classless social order egalitariasm have their
respective reflection for mass participation and mass involvement in
democratic set up of present age. Further Gandhi had mapped out a
vital role for women in the programme awakening many to a sense of
their new strength and dignity as individuals. Cadets of dedicated and
highly disciplined men and women could effectively impart political
education on a wide scale.

Thus, in 21 century, it is a necessary foundation to purge the
Indian society certain age old evils and prepare it for greater
participation in every sphere in coming days.
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